To: Baptist, Erik[baptist.erik@epa.govl; Bloom, David{Bioom.David@epa.gov]; Breen,
Barry[Breen.Barry@epa.govl; Brooks, Phillip]Brooks.Phillip@epa.govl; Brown,
Byron[brown.byron@epa.govl; Dravis, Samanthaldravis.samantha@epa.gov]; Dunham,
Sarah[Dunham.Sarah@epa.gov]; Elkins, Arthur[Elkins. Arthur@epa.govl; Flynn,
Mike[Flynn.Mike@epa.gov]; Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov]; Fotouhi,
David[fotouhi.david@epa.govl; Jackson, Ryan[jackson.ryan@epa.gov}; Lyons,
Troy[lyons.troy@epa.govl]; Mclean, Kevin[Mclean.Kevin@epa.govl]; Michaud,
John[Michaud.John@epa.gov]; Minoli, Kevin[Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov}; Nishida,
Jane[Nishida.Jane@epa.gov]; Pruitt, Scott{Pruitt. Scott@epa.gov}; Schmidt,
Lorie[Schmidt.Lorie@epa.gov}; Schwab, Justin[schwab.justin@epa.govl; Shapiro,
Mike[Shapiro.Mike@epa.gov]; Shinkman, Susan[Shinkman.Susan@epa.gov]; Starfield,
Lawrence[Starfield.Lawrence@epa.gov]; Traylor, Patrick[traylor.patrick@epa.gov]; Tsirigotis,
Peter|[Tsirigotis.Peter@epa.gov}; Wagner, Kenneth[wagner.kenneth@epa.gov]

Cc: Griffo, Shannon[Griffo.Shannon@epa.gov]; Duross,
Jeanne[Duross.Jeanne@epa.gov]; Ross, Margaret[Ross.Margaret@epa.gov]}
From: Fugh, Justina

Sent: Tue 8/15/2017 6:43:09 AM
Subject: Ethics advice concerning your invitation to the ELI dinner

Hi there,

OGC/Ethics understands that you have received or will soon receive an invitation from
the Environmental Law Institute (ELI) to be its guest at its annual awards dinner to be
held this year on October 18, 2017 at the Omni Shoreham Hotel. | am writing to confirm
that, if you decide to attend this event, you may do so consistent with the Standards of
Ethical Conduct for Employees of the Executive Branch and, for those of you who are
political appointees, consistent with the Trump Ethics Pledge.

This event qualifies for the Widely-Attended-Gathering gift exception, and as such,
OGC/Ethics determines that your attendance at the event is in the Agency's interest
because it will further agency programs and operations. Should you attend this event,
you will NOT be required to report this as a gift on your financial disclosure report form
(if you file one) because the gift is valued at $200, which is BELOW the reporting
threshold.

Please note: this approval applies only to invitations from ELl itself. Any invitations from
other sources will require separate determinations by either OGC or the appropriate
Deputy Ethics Official. This determination covers you only -- the invitation is not
transferable.

Acceptance of Free Attendance to a Dinner and Fundraiser (WAG rule)

The gift offered is an evening reception and dinner sponsored by ELI. Because the
organization is offering you a complimentary ticket, we must analyze it according the gift
rules. Generally, federal employees are prohibited from accepting gifts given because of
their official position or given by a prohibited source {typically, a person either regulated
by or seeking to do business with the EPA). In this instance, the gift of free attendance is
offered to you because of your official position. In analyzing the situation, we
determined that the WAG exception is available because the reception will be widely
attended, there will be a diversity of views represented, and there is an opportunity for
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the exchange of ideas. In order to utilize this gift exception, OGC/Ethics must also make a
written determination that we believe your attendance is in the Agency's interest. We do, in
fact, conclude that there is an Agency interest in your attendance if you wish to go.

Limitations Due to the Fundraiser Event

Please note that this event is a fundraiser. Therefore, ELI cannot use or reference your official
position or title or any authority associated with your public office in furtherance of the
fundraising effort. You may not actively or visibly participate in the promotion, production, or
presentation of the event, which means that you cannot sit at a head table nor stand in a
receiving line. We have confirmed with ELI that you will be placed by ELI and not seated at the
request of any sponsoring entity that has bought a table.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Regards,
justina

Justina Fugh | Senior Counsel for Ethics | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room 4308
North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004
for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772
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